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From the Headmaster

Greetings,
Welcome to Villanova! It is my pleasure to be the 

headmaster of such an incredible school, and I am 

grateful for the opportunity to serve this community. I 

look forward to meeting you and the many families and 

alumni, spanning 90 years of shared history, who make 

up the Wildcat community. Please know that you are 

welcome on campus anytime. 

This is a pivotal period in the history of Villanova 

Preparatory School. We are accomplishing great things 

and, while keeping alive our traditions and history, we 

are always looking for more ways to set Villanova apart 

from other high schools. One way we have done so is by 

becoming the only boarding school in California — and 

one of only four Catholic high schools in the Archdiocese of 

Los Angeles — to adopt the International Baccalaureate 

Programme. (See page 5.)

Just as we aspire to continually improve the quality 

of a Villanova education, we are also constantly working 

to enhance our physical campus. The next time you visit, 

you may notice a few renovations. We no longer have a 

dirt track but a synthetic, all-weather track encircling 

our football field — and it is stunning. (See page 14.) In 

addition, we recently renovated the lobby in the girls’ 

dorm, and it is now beautiful and comfortable. Our next 

capital project will be a new, 2,000-square-foot art center 

to house Villanova’s Fine Arts  Department. (See page 28.) 

HEADMASTER’S MESSAGE 

Of course, what continues to guide all our work here is 

Villanova’s core values of unity, truth, and love. Although 

we try to live each of these values every day, this year 

we are placing an extra emphasis on unity. To that end, 

the entire VPS faculty and staff recently gathered at the 

Crowne Plaza Hotel in Ventura for our annual retreat — 

a blessed occasion that helped unify us for the hard but 

rewarding work of the new academic year. (See photo, 

below.) This year we have students from 12 countries, yet 

we are united by our common commitment to strive to live 

out our core values. 

“You have made us for Yourself, 
o Lord, and our hearts are 
restless until they rest in You.”
   — St. Augustine

Blessings,

Nancy O’Sullivan

Headmaster 

Members of the VPS faculty and staff at this fall’s retreat on the Ventura beach
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s IB PROGRAMME BEGINS SECOND YEAR

A Happy Anniversary
 

With the arrival of the new aca-

demic year, Villanova marks the one-

year anniversary of its authorization 

as an International Baccalaureate 

(IB) World School, utilizing the IB 

Diploma Programme. And, based on 

the initial response from students, 

faculty, and prospective students, the 

Programme is off to a great start! 

The IB is a rigorous curricular 

framework for high school juniors and 

seniors that is internationally recog-

nized and, as such, can qualify stu-

dents to study at universities world 

over, often with advanced credit. 

“By adopting the 
IB Programme, 
we have better 
prepared our 
students for 
success in a global 
marketplace,” says 
Headmaster Nancy 
O’Sullivan.

 “At the same time, we have made 

the school more attractive to interna-

tional students and their families,” 

she adds.

“Internationally, the mere men-

tion of IB receives this nod of ap-

proval, as if to affirm, indeed, you do 

have top academics,” says Director 

of Admission Tyler Hart. “Students, 

particularly in Europe, often only 

consider a U.S. school if it offers an 

IB programme, so that the option of 

coming home for university remains a 

possibility.”

Students at IB schools can choose 

to take individual IB classes, so as to 

add depth to their studies, or opt for 

the full diploma. The Diploma Pro-

gramme requires classes in six sub-

jects (three at the standard level and 

three at the higher level) over two 

years, plus three additional core re-

quirements: a Theory of Knowledge 

class, which teaches critical thinking; 

an extended essay; and creativity, ac-

tivity, and service hours earned out-

side of class. Diploma students must 

also pass a series of externally graded 

final assessments.

In just one year, the popularity of 

the Programme has grown consider-

ably. “Last year 47 students were en-

rolled in IB courses, with two full di-

ploma candidates in the junior class,” 

reports Sr. Rachel Yourgules, I.H.M., 

the school’s IB coordinator. “This cur-

rent year we have 98 course and 18 

full IB Diploma candidates, totaling 

116 students taking IB classes!”

It’s not only the students who 

are working hard to make the IB 

Programme a success. “To date our 

teachers, staff, and administrators 

have attended individually 66 con-

ferences in order to be very well pre-

pared in their subject and core areas 

of the Programme,” says Sr. Rachel. 

“In our second year of authorization, 

we have added higher level IB courses 

in mathematics and Latin, plus stan-

dard level classes in Spanish and mu-

sic.”

The addition of the IB Pro-

gramme has already aided the school 

in its recruiting efforts, says Mr. Hart, 

who frequently travels overseas to 

promote Villanova to prospective stu-

dents. “As California’s only boarding 

school offering the IB Diploma Pro-

gramme, we have been able to further 

distinguish ourselves.”

More important, the Programme 

has made an impact in the lives of Vil-

lanova’s students. “The International 

Baccalaureate Programme was not 

something I ever could have expected 

for myself freshman year, but it has 

truly changed my life,” says senior 

Margaux Sullivan. “Thinking deeply, 

being challenged, and gaining a con-

nection with the world as a whole 

are all staples of an IB education. I’m 

excited to graduate from Villanova 

knowing that I’ve grown as a student 

and as a person.”
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FRIENDSHIPS WITHOUT BORDERS ABOUND AT SUMMER ACADEMY

Giving Back
By Marissa and Craig Carroll

 

The sun had just come up over the mountains, lighting up the Ojai Valley 

with that beautiful violet hue we all love so much. Four well-rested students 

were already splashing around in Villanova’s pool. Our student lifeguard, 

Marcus Italo ’17, was surprised when we asked him if he would show up early for 

his shift to supervise our weekly “Polar Plunge.”

“Will students even wake up?” he asked. We laughed together at the thought 

of students voluntarily waking up so early to brave the cold waters before a fun-

filled day of academics and camp activities. And, yes, students did wake up early, 

wrangle their wits, and jump into the deep end of the pool for a morning swim. 

Training program. They had the rare 

opportunity to live on campus for the 

summer even though they are part of 

our day population during the school 

year. 

It was remarkable and truly 

inspiring to witness the cultural 

awareness and openness we saw 

during the summer. The students 

were able to share their cultures 

and values with one another during 

meetings of the small groups that 

Nique had so lovingly coined our 

“families.”

One night there was a 

question posed to a family: “If your 

enemy had something in their 

teeth, would you tell them?” The 

responses were generally “no,” 

but for different reasons. Some of 

the students expressed that the 

deep embarrassment that comes 

from being exposed in that way is 

actually not something they would 

wish on anyone. Others said the 

embarrassment came from having 

food in your teeth and not knowing. 

This got the students to then discuss 

what is seen as kind and unkind in 

They raved about their 

experience with us and, before 

leaving, were all quite interested in 

ordering Villanova spirit wear from 

the online store!

We also welcomed six young 

women, ages 14-16, who are involved 

in a Long Beach-based non-profit, 

“Love Beyond Limits,” which 

provides a loving and encouraging 

environment for young women to 

gain the confidence and the tools 

that are required to lead happy and 

productive lives.

The diversity of the Summer 

Academy was a precious gift to all. 

Some students hailed from various 

parts of the United States and had 

a vast array of backgrounds; others 

came to us from as far away as 

Mexico, Russia, Korea, and China. 

Some had already been admitted to 

Villanova, and some had hopes of 

applying in the future.

We also had the help of four 

rising Villanova seniors — Nique 

Salapare, Niko Aquino, Christopher 

Torio, and David Camacho — 

who took part in our Leaders in 

It is this spirit of adventure 

that called many of our students 

to Villanova Prep’s peaceful and 

sundrenched campus for the school’s 

Summer Academy.

For this four-week program we 

welcomed 30 students who studied 

ESL, Introduction to Computer 

Science and Robotics, and SAT/ACT 

Test Preparation. While some of the 

students who attended were still 

rising 7th or 8th graders, not quite 

ready for a full year of boarding 

at VPS, they had the chance of a 

lifetime to spend a summer far 

away from their homes — to test the 

waters of being a fulltime resident 

student.

In the final two weeks of camp, 

we hosted two separate traveling 

groups of 20 students each, all from 

China. They had visited various 

boarding schools around the country, 

and ours was their last stop. 

Throughout their time with us, these 

high school students took part in 

cultural immersion, sitting in classes 

with the four-week campers, and 

participating fully in all activities. 
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their respective cultures as well as 

what it means to be embarrassed. 

In a short time, real, meaningful 

friendships formed that transcended 

language barriers or cultural lines. 

Those who loved sports played 

pickup soccer games. A student 

showcased his love of kites with two 

other students on the 4th of July. The 

attempt was successful for only about 

45 seconds, but the true measure 

of success was that these students 

had a conversation with one another 

that would not have taken place 

otherwise. And it is something they 

will surely never forget as long as 

they live. 

With the advances in technology, 

the students are able to keep in 

touch long after the Academy came 

to an end. Even with the students 

who only visited with us for a week, 

we saw incredible connections being 

made. Teens who had never before 

met and may never see each other 

again were trading email addresses 

and Facebook accounts. They 

followed each other on Instagram. 

They added each other on Snapchat 

immediately and shared their 

passions with one another. 

For us and our colleagues, 

summer is a time when we can 

explore items of interest that we 

usually have to put aside during 

the school year, such as nature, 

traveling, learning a new language, 

building a robot, splashing around 

in Southern California waves, or 

creating artwork. At the Summer 

Academy, we were able to embrace 

that philosophy and share it with 

our students. Whether they were 

hiking the trail and finding discarded 

lizard skin in our Outdoor Skills 

elective, or building robots in our 

Intro to Computer Science focus area, 

the students were able to explore 

items of interest that are unique to 

Villanova’s values. 

Now the days are getting shorter 

as we head into the winter, but the 

time will soon be here when the 

days get longer again, when the sun 

will rise earlier and earlier over the 

mountain until it sees those brave, 

well-rested Villanova campers 

plunging into our pool. We can’t wait. 

 

Marissa Carroll is Villanova’s 

director of college counseling. Her 

husband, Craig, teaches freshman 

and junior English. For more 

information about the upcoming 

Summer Academy, please email 

summer@villanovaprep.org
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Marymount University. For the last 

11 years he has been a dedicated and 

accomplished educator, teaching a 

wide range of subjects — including 

middle-school mathematics, algebra, 

geometry, finance, and engineering 

— while always employing the latest 

technology in his classrooms. Most 

recently he served for three years as the 

chair of the Mathematics Department 

at the Bay Area Technology School in 

Oakland, California.

“I am blessed to be teaching at 

Villanova,” he says of his new job as 

a VPS pre-calculus and geometry 

instructor. He is not coaching any 

sports, “yet,” he says, “but I worked 

the first-down markers at a football 

game this year for the first time!” Mr. 

Del Cid and his wife, Celia, live in 

Ventura with their two daughters.

André Fox
Mornings at Villanova have 

become a little more exciting this 

year, thanks to the advent of daily 

video announcements, made possible 

by the school’s new video production 

MEET THE NEW MEMBERS OF THE VILLANOVA FACULTY 

Wildcat Welcome

Craig Carroll
Although new to the full-time 

faculty, Mr. Craig Carroll is by no 

means new to Villanova Preparatory 

School. For the past two years 

he provided academic support in 

the Resource Center on weekday 

evenings and afternoons. He is also 

the husband of the school’s college 

counselor, Marissa Carroll. For 

four weeks this summer the couple 

oversaw the VPS Summer Academy. 

(See page 6.) 

This fall Mr. Carroll teaches 

freshman and junior English. He 

also leads a daily, hour-long English 

enrichment course for freshman 

international students. “The new 

year is going well so far,” he reports. 

“Students were challenged from the 

get-go to read the stories of Flannery 

O’Connor and to write a three-page 

analysis of her complex style and 

topics. Then they wrote a short story 

of their own, which they seemed to 

love! Now we begin our first novel, 

the classic Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. 

The students are looking forward, 

as much as I am, to finding hidden, 

never-before-found literary treasures 

in this novel.”

Mr. Carroll is a graduate of 

California State University, Long 

Beach, where he earned a B.A. in 

English. He holds master’s degrees in 

English (University of Massachusetts, 

Boston) and fine arts (CSULB). He 

has previously taught English at 

numerous levels, from elementary 

school to college.

Rodrigo Del Cid, Jr.
Growing up in Los Angeles, Mr. 

Rodrigo Del Cid, Jr., first sensed that 

he wanted to be a teacher when he was 

still in high school. “During my senior 

project I began working with kids and 

found I enjoyed it,” he recalls. “It was 

a chance to be a ‘man for others.’”

After graduating from the 

University of Southern California 

with a B.S. in industrial and 

systems engineering, he went on to 

earn a master’s of art in secondary 

education (mathematics) at Loyola 
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teacher, Mr. André Fox. The announcements — which feature student speakers 

standing before myriad green-screen backdrops — relay the important news of 

the day: class schedules, dining-hall menus, Wildcat sports scores, and upcoming 

events. Mr. Fox and his students upload them to the school’s YouTube channel 

so teachers can play them at their morning classes.

The videos are the most prominent sign of Mr. Fox’s arrival on campus and, 

with it, Villanova’s first-ever video-production class. The class, which meets for 

two hours, two afternoons each week, is approved for credit in the University 

of California system. “It covers everything from film appreciation to recording 

sound, camerawork, lighting, directing, scripting and, of course, video editing,” 

says Mr. Fox. “We do our work on the school’s iMacs using Final Cut to edit our 

films.”

A graduate of Thomas Aquinas College, Mr. Fox is an experienced 

filmmaker and teacher. His award-winning work has appeared in the Ojai Film 

Festival, and he has taught both science and video editing at several schools, 

including St. Augustine Academy and Santa Clara High School.

Patrick Navailles
Veteran educator Patrick 

Navailles has taught high school 

math — algebra, geometry, math 

analysis, calculus, and statistics — 

and developed math curricula for more 

than three decades. After spending 

the last 16 years at Eagle Rock High 

School in Los Angeles, he now joins the 

faculty of Villanova, where he teaches 

Honors Pre-Calculus, Advanced 

Placement Calculus, and Standard 

Level IB Math. “I’m teaching some 

of the upper-level math students, and it is a challenge to teach such capable 

youngsters,” he says. “I love teaching at Villanova. The hours are long, but I’m 

doing something I love.”

Mr. Navailles holds a B.A. in economics from Whitman College and a 

master’s in economics from Claremont Graduate University. “I’m really into 

robotics, electronics, programming, drones, and tech in general,” he says, 

noting that he is interested in some day starting a tech club for VPS students. 

“I’m particularly fascinated with cheap tech, cool stuff that costs pennies, not 

dollars.”

A self-described “Army brat” who was born in Germany, Mr. Navailles has 

lived in Southern California since he was a teenager. He and his wife, Tina 

(a special-education teacher), live in Glendale and are the proud parents of 

19-year-old boy-girl twins.

Tim Settem
“My profession has always involved 

education,” says Mr. Tim Settem, 

Villanova’s new Fit for Life and health 

teacher, as well as the coach of its boys’ 

and girls’ water polo and swim teams. 

“Whether it be coaching or teaching, 

it was something I was drawn to and 

enjoy.”

A native of Ventura, California, 

Mr. Settem, through his work as a 

water polo coach, has traveled up 

and down the state — as far south as 

Huntington Beach and as far north 

as Concord — as well as to Australia, 

where he coached in a semi-pro league. 

He has coached at every level, from 

elementary-school aged children 

all the way to college, where he has 

coached both men and women at the 

junior-college and Division I, II, and 

III levels. He even earned AWPCA 

Division III Coach of the Year honors 

when he coached the women’s team for 

Claremont-Mudd-Scripps Colleges.

Mr. Settem earned his B.A. in 

physical education at California State 

University, Long Beach, and a master’s 

in education, with an emphasis in 

physical education, at Azusa Pacific 

University. “I’m truly enjoying 

Villanova,” he says. “Everyone here is 

so welcoming, and the students are a joy 

to work with. It amazing to be in such a 

positive and driven environment.”
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VPS TEACHERS REACH OUT & AIM HIGH OVER SUMMER VACATION

New Horizons

Brian Galetto
Villanova’s communication and speech teacher, 

Brian Galetto, took three weeks this summer to 

pursue his “passions for traveling, photography, 

writing, and consuming art” with a trip to Australia 

and New Zealand. “Melbourne was the most 

memorable, with its vibrant art scene,” he says. 

“The Australian city is known as one of the street 

art capitals of the world, and it didn’t disappoint. 

Further north, the Sydney Opera House and the 

Museum of Contemporary Art provided me with 

a greater understanding of the current Australian 

culture, as well as the indigenous culture that is far 

from defeated in this sprawling city.”

Matt Mallon
Dean of Senior Students Matt Mallon 

spent his summer preparing for 

not one, but two endurance races. 

The first, on July 8, was the Santa 

Barbara 100 — 100 kilometers (62 

miles), with a 16,000-foot elevation 

gain. With temperatures in the 90s, 

only 22 of 55 runners finished. Mr. 

Mallon was one of them, clocking in 

at 21 hours, 39 minutes. Then, less 

than two months later, he ran the “No 

Name 5030 Ultra Race” in Agoura 

Hills — a 50-miler with an 11,000-

foot elevation gain. Out of 22 runners, 

he finished in 4th place, with a time of 

11 hours an 44 minutes. 

Rev. Alvin Paligutan, O.S.A. 
For one week in June, Rev. Alvin Paligutan, O.S.A., religion instructor for sophomores and juniors, visited one of 

Villanova’s Augustinian sister schools, Shenbagam Matriculation Higher Secondary School, in the state of Tamil Nadu, 

India. The co-ed, pre-K-11 day school has about 1,200 students, the majority of whom are Hindu, with a very small 

number of Catholics as well. “The students, faculty, staff, and Augustinians were very hospitable and welcoming,” he 

reports. “I even had the chance to help teach an English writing class for juniors and meet a few parents. VPS is one of 

many schools in the Augustinian Order, and we belong to one big Augustinian family of schools.”
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VILLANOVA REMEMBERS 9/11 WITH FLAG TRIBUTE

Honoring The Victims & Heroes
By Anne Kallas

 

For the past four years on a 

September morning, commuters 

along Highway 33 in Ojai have been 

surprised to see that, in a field they 

pass by nearly every day, some 3,000 

small U.S. flags appear to have sprung 

up from the ground — seemingly 

overnight.

The moving sight is the work of 

one Villanova family, with the help of 

the entire Wildcat community.

Each year on or around September 

11, students memorialize the victims 

of the 2001 terror attacks by placing 

2,997 flags — one for each of those 

killed — on the campus softball field. 

The flags are the gift of Patricia and 

Marty Morehart, parents of Kathleen 

Brock ’87, and the inspiration of their 

granddaughter, Madeline Brock ’15.

When Madeline was a sophomore 

in 2012, she came up with the idea to 

honor the victims and heroes on the 

anniversary of 9/11. She maintained 

the practice throughout her time at 

the school, and her brother, Cameron 

’18, kept it going after her graduation 

in 2015. “My dad is a firefighter. This 

hits close to home,” he says. “In an 

emergency most people run away, but 

first responders are the people who 

run toward danger. People need to 

realize what they do.”

On the gray Monday following 

this year’s 15th anniversary of 9/11, 

with a light drizzle settling on the 

softball field, students and faculty 

came out to pay their respects.

“We students of Villanova 

remember 9/11,” Cameron told his 

fellow Wildcats. “There were 343 

firefighters killed, along with 23 New 

York Police Department officers; 125 

people at the Pentagon died, and 

3,051 children lost a parent. Today let 

us remember the sacrifices of these 

everyday heroes. They are shining 

examples of how we come together in 

a national crisis.”

On hand for the ceremony was 

Truck No. 22 of the Ventura City Fire 

Department and members of its crew, 

including Madeline and Cameron’s 

father, Capt. Matt Brock. “Every time 

I see that sea of flags,” he said, “it 

makes me think about what each one 

represents — a person who will never 

go home to his family, a mother who 

will never go home to her child.”

Student Body President Margaux 

Sullivan ’17 said she helps plant 

the flags as a way of preserving the 

memory of that awful day. “We don’t 

want 9/11 to fade from our memories,” 

she remarked. “There are too many 

people who perished. They deserve 

recognition.”

Echoing this theme of 

remembrance, Villanova Headmaster 

Nancy O’Sullivan explained, “Some of 

our students were only one year old 

when 9/11 happened, but we must 

never forget. It’s not only important 

for those who live here in America, 

but also to those around the world.” 

Ms. O’Sullivan thanked Mr. and Mrs. 

Morehart and the Brock family for 

their “invaluable contributions” in 

keeping the memorial alive. She also 

expressed pride in the work of the 

students, who rose early to plant the 

flags and used drills to make holes in 

the rock-hard ground. 

The 9/11 memorial promises to 

be with Villanova for many years 

to come. Cameron reports that his 

little sister, Emily — age 12 and a 

likely member of the Class of 2022 — 

already plans to continue the tradition 

after he graduates next year.
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VILLANOVA WINS ON THE FIELD, AND OFF, AT HOMECOMING 2016

Wildcat Spirit 
By Anne Kallas

 

Villanova only began hosting Homecoming at night, under the bright lights, 

last year, but by the time Homecoming 2016 rolled along, the nighttime football 

game already felt like a long-established tradition.

On the evening of September 23, students, faculty, staff, alumni, and their 

families arrived early to enjoy pre-game foods and fun. And they stuck around late 

to watch the Wildcats handily defeat the New Designs Charter School Cardinals 

by a score of 64-20.

But the victory, though sweet, was 

less rewarding than the camaraderie 

that characterized the evening. Prior 

to the game, the school cordoned off 

the lower parking lot, turning the area 

into a tailgaters’ village. Students 

tossed balls and played corn hole, 

Frisbee, and football toss. There was 

also a smorgasbord of delicious foods, 

ranging from tailgating staples such 

as hamburgers and sausages to pizza, 

tacos, and bacon-wrapped hot dogs.

“There’s something about 

Friday-night lights that brings the 

community out,” said Headmaster 

Nancy O’Sullivan. “The community 

really comes together, which is an 

expression of one of our core values. 

The game brings unity.”

That unity was especially 

evident among the members of the 

Parents Guild, who pulled together to 

make the event such a success. Vice 

President Bridget (Moll ’91) Fabbian, 

mother of Madison ’19 and Jacob ’20, 

noted that organizing the special night 

game required much preparation, but 

was worth the effort. The feedback 

from last year’s Homecoming was 

“overwhelmingly positive,” she 

explained. “So we decided we wanted 

to do it again. It’s a great community 

event.”

Sevastian Juarez, father of 

Saul ’20, brought his large grill and 

sold fresh, fragrant tacos, donating 

a portion of all proceeds back to 

Villanova. “I’ve always participated 

in fundraisers because of my team 

spirit,” said Mr. Juarez, adding that 

his son is thriving at the school. “He’s 

been inspired. He’s surrounded by 

positive energy and people.”

A fellow dad, John Swan, said he 

was there to support his daughter, 

Lyla ’19. “I’m a daughter dad. I do 

whatever is fun for my daughter,” 

said Mr. Swan. “Villanova has been a 

great place for her to learn with like-

minded people.”

For her part, Lyla admitted that 

she was not much of a sports fan, but 

came to the game to show her Wildcat 

spirit. “I want to support my school,” 

she said. “I feel such a welcoming 

atmosphere here. People accept you, 

and you fit in and learn more.”

Sean Solomon ’18, Junior Class 

secretary and a member of the ASB, 

was doing his part to promote school 

spirt by selling Villanova t-shirts, 

pins, necklaces, and other Wildcat 

gear. “People have been talking about 

this for weeks,” he said. “It creates a 

whole different atmosphere.”
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Yet far more than the abundance 

of blue and white garb, the Wildcat 

spirit was most on display in the 

way the school handled its lopsided 

victory with charity and grace. 

Before the game Sean said that he 

and others from the ASB planned 

to join students in the Spirit Section 

VILLANOVA HOMECOMING COURT 
The highlight of each Homecoming is the presentation of the Homecoming Court. Prior to the game, the freshman, 

sophomore, and junior classes each elect a prince and a princess, while the seniors choose four “prince and princess” 

couples, one of whom is made king and queen in an all-school election. At halftime, winners of that election are presented 

to the entire community. The king and queen of Homecoming 2016 were seniors Daichi Nakao and Sandy Ahumada. The 

members of their royal court were: Seniors: Olivia Dorenkamp, Grace Davis, Fabio Lauretta, Rebecca Saucedo, Michael 

Starbuck, and Jeff Wright; Juniors: Taylor Johnson and Luke Peterson; Sophomores: Anthony Martinez and Lyla Moes; 

Freshmen: Sarah Kim and Martin Ong.

to cheer on the team. But in words 

that proved prophetic, he added that 

if the home team began to rack up 

an insurmountable lead, they would 

change course.

“If there’s a blowout, we can show 

the other side some empathy. We can 

take it down a notch or two,” he said.

That night, the brand-new 

football program of the New Designs 

Charter School was playing its third-

ever game. Despite showing flashes of 

brilliance with some amazing, deep 

touchdown passes, the team certainly 

showed its inexperience on the field. 

By halftime the score was 51-6. 

When the struggling but coura-

geous Cardinals finally scored, the 

Villanova crowd cheered with as much 

enthusiasm as it did for its own team.

Araceli and Celia Medina of 

University Park drove three hours to 

watch their son and brother, Michael, 

play with the Cardinals. They 

weren’t disappointed by the score, 

they said, but proud of their team’s 

spunky attitude and grateful for the 

friendliness of the Villanova crowd.

“Everybody here is so nice,” said 

Mrs. Medina. “They have really made 

us feel welcome.”
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VPS THANKS DONORS FOR NEW TRACK 

Victory Lap

Among the highlights of this year’s Homecoming was the unveiling of Villanova’s new track, construction of which 

began during the summer and was completed just before the September 23 football game. “The track was finished on 

Monday, then we spent the week painting the lanes,” says Headmaster Nancy O’Sullivan. “It came together nicely.”

 “We owe a special thanks to all of our families, friends, alumni, organizations, and especially the Augustinians, 

who consistently respond to our calls for support here at Villanova Preparatory School,” says Director of Development 

Madeleine Gere. “The benefits of the new track will be appreciated by all students for many years to come.” 

Thank you to our track donors!

SUPPORTERS OF THE NEW VILLANOVA TRACK
Hilary and Sean O’Hollaren ’79
The St. Augustine Foundation

Brian P. Burke ’88

Georganne and William Burke

Michael Calderwood

Marissa and Craig Carroll

Donald Cavaletto

Jeffrey Chandler ’47

Amy and Donald Clark

Shawn and Andrew Cottam

Jane and Ted Cotti

Ronnelle and James Czuleger ’57 

Heather and Milton Daily ’56

Robert Davis

Bertha and Greg Devereaux

Judith Diaz

Richard Dieterle

Bobbi and Don Dufau

Lt. Cmr. Neil Ebuen

Linda and Jerry Edmonds

Carolyn and Rodger Embury

Bridget (Moll ’91) and Aaron Fabbian

Sarah (Cavanagh ’00) and 

 John Federico

Lyn and Bruce Ferber

James L. Ferry, Jr. ’51

Arthur Flores

Cynthia Frings

John C. Fuller ’80

Lupe Garcia

Madeleine Gere 

Maureen and Thomas Ginella

Anonymous

J.E. Armstrong Architects, Inc.

Sylvia (Lopez ’85) and Rafael Arriaga

Dennis Arteaga

Catherine and Josef Baker ’84

Mary and Les Baker

Michael Baker ’86 

Christine Bednar and Dean Wigger 

Susan and David Bender ’74

Jessica and Jay Benson

Patty and Tod Berryman

Eric Bond

Sharon Branam

Ann Kathryn Bryan

Elise Burgett
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Dawn and Mark Golden

Nicole and Tyler Hart

Brian Herlocker

Carol and Richard Hoffer

John Holroyd ’56 

Jennifer and Christopher Horsman ’67 

Tessa and Darryl Hottinger

Derk K. Hunter ’50

Jon R. Jensen ’51 

Amanda and Gregory Jones ’97

Anne and Peter Kimball ’53

Linda and Robert Lamb ’70

Leslea (Kaminski ’78) and 

 Ronald LaGro

Marilyn and Michael Lenehan

Lap Kee Leung ’83 and Judy Wai

Qianhong Li

Wei Liu and Hong Li

Sopheap Lim and David Mam

Jene and Jason Loomis

Lisa and Jay Lopez

Donna and William Lowes

Marilyn and John Lyon

Nohad and Nadim Maida

Linda Lee Maigret

Ann and David Mann

Mary Maranville

Dennis McCarthy

McCarthy Development

Linda and Gregory McDonald ’63 

Phyllis and Daniel McGrath’86 

Carolyn and John Menne ’47 

Kathleen and Edward Morales

Julia Munoz

Alicia Ogden ’01

Nancy O’Sullivan

Olivia and Michael Overton

Cheng-Yuan Peng ’92

Vickie and Michael Poitevin ’63 

Chieh-Ting Pu ’16 

Heather and William Quest

Daniel Rios

Mandi K. and Jim Roberts

Charlie Roy

Linda and Gary Schuman

Steve Shinsky

Debbie and John Simpson

Deborah Smith

Marlin Stovesand ’12 

Jiatao Sun

Jianguo Sun and Guorang Xia

Jingjing Sun 

Tracy Tabor ’80 

Gwen (Gallagher ’88) and 

 Robert Taylor ’86 

Kristin and Richard Taylor

Tammy and Michael Taylor ’86

Sally Thomson

Wendy and Gerard Thurston

Stanley H. Tomchin

Nancy and Andy Ventura

Betty and Donald Villafana

Ming Luo and Lian Wang

Vera and John Welty

Joyce and Allan West

David Wooff

Sandy and Jim Wooff

Jennifer and Greg Yenney

Sr. Rachel Yourgules, I.H.M.
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WILDCAT DAY 2016

Spirit and 
Sportsmanship

On Friday, October 21, the students of Villanova Preparatory 

School, enjoying a hard-earned day off from classes, gathered on the 

campus fields for spirit-building relaxation and fun — Wildcat Day!

“Wildcat is a longstanding tradition at Villanova,” says algebra teacher Julia Munoz. “The school is broken into 10 

tribes that all compete against each other. The opening ceremonies include a showcase of each tribe, sharing the theme 

and pride of its group. The tribes then break out for different activities such as inner-tube water polo, ultimate Frisbee, 

and soccer. It’s a day where spirit and sportsmanship are at their finest, showcasing the unity our school values.”

At Wildcat Day 2016 the Visigoths tribe won first place, with the Watusis and Samurais claiming second and third. 

“Wildcat Day was filled with competition, fun, and especially unity!” says Headmaster Nancy O’Sullivan. 

“What a beautiful example of our core values of 
unity, truth and love.”
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wildcat day pg 2
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A Program that Yields Results
•	Students	and	parents	receive	individualized	college	planning.

•	All	college	applications,	essays,	and	recommendations	are	reviewed	prior	to	submission.

•	Class	size	average	is	15	students.

•	Over	70	colleges	and	universities	visit	Villanova	each	year.

•	75%	of	faculty	hold	advanced	degrees.

Academic Success from the Class of 2016
•	93%	are	attending	four-year	universities.

•	70%	received	a	merit-based	scholarship	to	attend	college.

Admission Timeline
Nov.	12	 Placement	Exam	(HSPT)

Dec.	10	 Placement	Exam	(SSAT)

Jan.	10	 Information	Night

Jan.	21	&	28	Placement	Exam	(HSPT)

Jan.	20		 Admission	Application	Due

Feb.	10	 Financial	Aid	Application	Due

Mar.	4	 Notification	of	Decision

A p p ly  O n l i n e :    www.villanovaprep.org/admission 

Director	of	Admission:	Mr.	Tyler	Hart:	(805)	646-1464,	admissions@villanovaprep.org

Admission timeline
Catholic College Prep: Unity, Truth, Love
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FAMILIES COME TOGETHER FOR EIGHTH ANNUAL GRANDPARENTS’ DAY

Across The Generations …
Now in its eighth year, Grandparents’ Day has become such a beloved tradition that it’s extended well beyond the 

original vision of allowing students to share Villanova with their grandmothers and grandfathers. Among this year’s 

attendees were relatives of a student who wasn’t even there — Sydney York ’18 was sick, but her loved ones didn’t want 

to miss the experience! — as well as plenty of parents, great-grandparents, aunts, and uncles. A member of last year’s 

graduating class, Jordan Ambrose ’16, even returned to spend the day with her younger sister, Riley ’18.

In all there were 95 grandparents 

and other relatives present for the 

occasion, some having traveled many 

miles to be there. “It was really cool to 

have my grandma come out one last 

time, all the way from Connecticut, 

before I graduate,” says Ben Launius 

’17. “She  has been coming out for 

Grandparents’ Day since my older 

brother was at Villanova.” For 

students, the presence of these loved 

ones was an honor. “It is important 

to me to share my experience of the 

school with my grandmother,” says 

Lyla Moes ’19, “because she provides 

me with support and has greatly 

influenced me by example.”

The September 7 event began 

with Mass inside the gymnasium, 

with Rev. John Keller, O.S.A., serving 

as the principal celebrant. Students, their grandparents, and other loved ones 

then enjoyed lunch together on the main lawn. Before leaving, families posed 

for photos by the grotto.

“My favorite part of the day was being able to have lunch with my 

grandmother,” says Lyla. “Having the chance to share with her my experiences 

at Villanova helps me to better strengthen our close relationship.”

Carol Begor and Ben Launius ’17 Lyla Moes ’19 and Dorothy Brunkan Deanna, Jane, and Robert Good: 
grandmother, great-grandmother, 

and grandfather of Sydney York ’18

Paul Ortega, Jordan Ambrose ’16, Riley Ambrose ’18, and Betty Ortega
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GIRLS’ TENNIS ACHIEVES EXCELLENCE THE RIGHT WAY 

Heart and Soul
By Anne Kallas 

 

“Our team motto this year is ‘playing with heart,’” says Brian Grisin, coach of the Vil-

lanova girls’ tennis team. “And that statement is at the core of how we perform on the court 

and how we represent Villanova.”

It is a commitment that has paid off. The Wildcats took second place in the Frontier 

League standings this fall, with a league record of 9-3 and an overall win-loss tally of 11-9. 

“The competitiveness, character, and sportsmanship of this team define what Villanova stands for,” says Coach Gri-

sin. There is a right way to go about achieving excellence, and at the heart of our team are those characteristics.” 

Finding Time
Nearly half of the members of this 

year’s team were seniors, which had 

both its advantages and its disadvan-

tages. The team, no doubt, benefited 

from an abundance of leadership, but 

Villanova seniors have exceptionally 

busy schedules, which can make find-

ing time for practice and matches a 

challenge. 

Co-captains Copper Clark ’17 

and Pia Valtierra ’17 admit that it 

was a struggle, at times, to manage 

the team’s rigorous practice schedule 

along with college applications and 

studying, but in the face of looming 

deadlines, the team excelled. “With 

senior year comes college applica-

tions,” says Copper. “We’re worried 

about quarter grades because a lot 

us are going for early-action applica-

tions, which means early deadlines 

that fall at the end of tennis season. 

But our tennis didn’t suffer. I found 

we came together as a community. 

We did really well. This is the best 

team I’ve been on in four years.” 

“The players have done a great 

job balancing their academic respon-

sibilities and their commitment to the 

tennis team,” says Coach Grisin. “I 

know that they have a full plate, but 

they are able to find ways to stay on 

top of their homework and college ap-

plications while remaining dedicated 

to the team.” 

The results speak for themselves, 

in terms of both the overall winning 

percentage and individual accom-

plishments. 

Pia, playing in the No. 1 singles 

spot, achieved a phenomenal 30-2 

league record (41-4 overall), and 

earned “Athlete of the Week” honors 

from the Ventura County Star in Oc-

tober. Freshman Alzen Depakakibo, 

who played No. 2 singles, went 25-7 

in league play (29-15 overall). As for 

doubles, Copper and Grace Moses ’19 

were the No. 1 team with a 24-6 re-

cord in league play. Emily Mam ’17 

and junior Liz Spiller ’17, who began 

playing together in the second half of 

the season, were 17-2 as No. 2 dou-

bles with a 13-match winning streak 

in league play. Pia, Copper, and 

Grace were all named to the Frontier 

League First Team, and Emily, Liz, 

and Alzen to the second team. 

Yet for Coach Grisin, the high-

light of the season was the face-off 

against Santa Paula High School. 

“We had lost to them in September by 

a score of 11-7, but were able to defeat 

them 10-8 on October 11 to move us 

into a tie for second place and qualify 

us for a CIF playoff spot,” he says. 

“We qualified the last two years as a 

team for the playoffs and are glad we 

made it again for the third year.” 
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Playing Hard and Well
What made these triumphs pos-

sible was attitude. 

“Our biggest strength is our ob-

stinacy,” says Pia. “We always try 

to stay positive, no matter what. We 

don’t let some school’s name intimi-

date us or let that get in the way of 

our goal. We’re out there to have fun 

and to win. And we support each 

other. If someone’s having a bad day, 

we don’t just let it go. We try to talk 

things through and help each other 

out.” 

The most distinguishing charac-

teristic of the 2016 girls’ tennis team, 

according to Coach Grisin, is perse-

verance. “This team has players who 

do not give up on themselves, who be-

lieve in themselves. They can go out 

there and be successful as individuals 

and collectively as a team,” he says. “I 

have seen a number of matches this 

year that could have gone either way, 

but our resiliency was excellent and 

we were able to pull through time and 

time again.” 

What’s more, “The tennis team 

plays with character and good sports-

manship,” he says. “Our players re-

spect their opponents and the game 

of tennis. I receive many compliments 

from opposing coaches on how well 

our girls’ tennis team represents 

themselves on the court, and that’s a 

positive reflection on the values of Vil-

lanova. They work very hard in prac-

tice to fine-tune their skills so that 

they can perform their best for the 

team and for the school.” 

 

Saying Goodbye
Setting the standard, and the 

example, were the seniors, and es-

pecially the captains, two dedicated 

leaders who came to the sport in dif-

ferent ways, but were united in their 

love for the game and their support of 

their teammates. 

Pia was, incredibly, a relative 

newcomer who never played before 

her freshman year. “Tennis interested 

me, and my religion teacher told me 

to try it out,” she says. “I totally fell in 

love with tennis and decided to stick 

with it.” Then there’s Copper. “I have 

been playing tennis since I was really 

little,” she says. Her mom was a ten-

nis star, and hers is a tennis family.   

Soon it will be time for the team 

to say goodbye to both captains, as 

well as to fellow members of the Class 

of 2017 Claire Germain-Garcia, Emi-

ly Mam, and Jessica Schott. Although 

sad to see these players leave, Coach 

Grisin has confidence that a new crop 

will carry on in their stead. “We have 

five juniors ready to step up and lead 

the team next year,” he says. “I also 

anticipate Grace and Alzen will have 

incredible success with one more year 

under their belts.” 

Expect more heart next year.
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STUDENTS SALUTE THREE OF VILLANOVA’S LONGEST-SERVING TEACHERS

Campus Institutions

Timothy Bunce
by Anastasia Marks ’17  

For many years Villanova alumni 

have cited Mr. Timothy Bunce’s se-

nior English class as one of their fond-

est high school memories. Now, after 

more than 30 years in the classroom, 

Mr. Bunce has changed titles from 

senior English teacher to alumni-re-

lations coordinator. 

“It’s still an adjustment,” he admits. “I am missing the students 
and teaching, but I am really happy in my new position and 
excited about the work I am doing.”

In his new role Mr. Bunce reaches 

out to graduates and reconnects them 

to the school, keeping them informed 

of changes around campus, such as 

new staff, programs, and scholarship 

opportunities. He also writes an ar-

ticle, “Alumni Spotlight,” in which he 

highlights former Villanova students 

with significant or unusual careers. 

    As a longtime member of the 

Villanova community, Mr. Bunce has 

seen many students pass through his 

classroom, often with the aid of the 

school’s scholarship programs. Now 

he is working on building a scholar-

ship of his own. In 2011 a group of 

alumni led by Dianna Wilke ’88, a 

member of the VPS Board of Direc-

tors, established the Timothy Bunce 

Academic Scholarship. Intended to 

support a Villanova student for all 

four years of his or her education, the 

scholarship exists to boost diversity 

on campus by aiding students who 

are unable to pay for a Villanova edu-

cation.

When he isn’t bringing alumni 

back into the fold or growing his schol-

arship, Mr. Bunce can be found in his 

new office in the Resource Center or 

teaching English Immersion Sup-

port in Austin Hall. Because of his 

background as an English teacher, 

he welcomes the opportunity to help 

students outside the normal school 

hours, whether with English papers, 

college essays, or whatever other 

writing help is needed.

After 32 years, Mr. Bunce has 

seen many changes on Villanova’s 

campus, from the admission of girl 

boarders in 1987 to this year’s change 

of headmasters. Through it all, he 

takes the time to treasure the fond 

moments from years past and his 

time in the classroom.

“I remember one day these two 

girls, who were then sophomores, 

spent a lot of time hanging out in 

my classroom: Heather Cook ’02 and 

Kristin Bretana ’02. They were leav-

ing one afternoon, and I heard one of 

them say, going down the stairs, ‘He’s 

so cool! I can’t wait to have him as a 

teacher!’

“I poked my head out of my room 

and said after her, ‘I can’t wait to have 

you as a student, either.’ Those are 

the kinds of things you remember.”
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Jane Cotti 
by Nique Salapare ’17

In her 26 years at Villanova Pre-

paratory School, Mrs. Jane Cotti has 

changed lives both in and out of the 

classroom. 

Before coming to Villanova in 

1989, Mrs. Cotti was an Apple Com-

puter education representative,  re-

sponsible for 340 different schools. 

She was familiar with VPS: Her hus-

band, Mr. Ted Cotti, taught English, 

and she knew the technology director 

at the time, Ms. Jane Clark. But her 

love grew for the school and — even 

more so — for the students, when she 

began teaching computer design in 

1989. With her extensive knowledge 

of all things technology, she now both 

enlightens and cares for Villanova’s 

students. 

Today Mrs. Cotti makes a differ-

ence on campus by teaching computer 

design and the school’s publication 

class. “I love teaching at Villanova 

because of the daily unexpected mo-

ments I share with my students,” she 

says. 

“Every day I have a reason to laugh. Every 
day I observe kindness and every day I 
experience joy. Every day I witness the 
love of learning again and again, and that 
makes me happy.” 

She helps not only the students, 

but the faculty as well. As the direc-

tor of instructional resources, Mrs. 

Cotti supports teachers in their use 

of technology in the classroom. When 

asked what she loves most about 

technology, she excitedly replies, “I 

love how it changes all the time. And I 

love teaching incredibly smart people 

something new.” Mrs. Cotti is perfect 

in her job, fearless and unafraid of 

what the future has in store for the 

Villanova community. 

Mrs. Cotti is unique in that she 

is connected to Villanova as a direc-

tor, a teacher, and a parent. Her only 

daughter, Kathleen, graduated with 

the Class of 2015 and is now study-

ing at the University of California, 

Davis. “Kathleen’s time at Villanova 

gave me the opportunity to see fac-

ulty members not as my colleagues 

and friends,” Mrs. Cotti reflects, “but 

as incredibly talented and dedicated 

teachers.” 

Over the years Mrs. Cotti has 

tucked many different achievements 

under her belt, including becoming a 

certified Google instructor. However 

her most significant achievement, 

she says, is centered around her stu-

dents. “To me, achievement is when 

students say they miss my class. Last 

year, one of my students submitted a 

project to the fair and won a division 

and money. And that, to me, is amaz-

ing.”

In her time at Villanova, Mrs. 

Cotti has graduated countless stu-

dents and has been present through 

many changes in the school. Out of 

many changes the school has made 

to curriculum, scheduling, and ad-

ministration, Mrs. Cotti says, “The 

best change over the years is the op-

portunity students have to make de-

cisions and take risks with activities 

and projects. That makes Villanova 

a more dynamic learning environ-

ment.”
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Mrs. Cotti is known around school for her hands-on teaching style and her vibrant personality. When she isn’t teach-

ing or helping other teachers with technology, she enjoys gardening and listening to podcasts. Her favorite foods include 

salad and popcorn, and she has a puppy named after Pope Francis, whom her family calls “Frankie.” Not only is she 

fun to be around, but she is a humble, hard worker and extremely optimistic. Villanova Preparatory School is extremely 

lucky to have this accomplished and simply fabulous human being around. 

Nan Freitas
By Megan Kaser ’18 

A Spanish teacher and the head 

of Villanova’s Foreign Language De-

partment, Dr. Nan Freitas has been 

teaching at Villanova since 1992, and 

she has made our school a better place 

throughout her 26 years of service. 

Almost all teachers share the goal 

of leading their students to success, but 

Dr. Freitas’ notion of “success” is about 

more than just academics. She defines 

the term as a combination of commu-

nity involvement, service, and well-

rounded education. For this reason, she 

has led — for an impressive 20 years 

— the largest service club on campus, 

Friends of Hogar Infantil, which raises 

funds for an orphanage that houses 50 

abused or neglected children in Tijua-

na, Mexico. The best part of leading the 

program, she says, is supporting chil-

dren who are less fortunate and watch-

ing how the experience allows VPS 

students to grow and develop in their 

leadership and service ability.

In this way and so many others, Dr. Freitas 
is a positive influence on the school, helping 
to guide students to Villanova’s core values 
of unity, truth and love. 

However, she insists that, by teaching here, she gains as much as she gives, 

if not more. She recounts that, while teaching at other schools before coming 

to Villanova, she had good experiences, but it was not the same. Villanova, she 

explains, provides a more enriching, community-based, international experi-

ence which, she finds, is one of the best aspects of teaching here. Of the many 

school traditions she enjoys, she says that Wildcat Day is the best because it so 

effectively brings this diverse community together. She has been an encourag-

ing moderator for the Saracen tribe for 25 years.

Dr. Freitas is not only an amazing teacher, but an amazing mother and 

person as well. Her son, Byrne Miyamoto ’10, a graduate of Oregon State 

University, is set to complete his master’s degree this December, and he has 

just been accepted into the doctoral program. 

When she is not busy teaching or being a mom, Dr. Freitas enjoys inter-

national travel with her family and their English bulldog. She has been to a 

multitude of countries and considers 

herself a citizen of the world, saying 

that all countries produce wonderful 

experiences.

Dr. Freitas puts her heart into 

everything she does, and it shows in 

her passion for our school. Villanova is 

fortunate to have had her for 26 years, 

and we know she will continue to be 

a vital part of the Wildcat family for 

many years to come!
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A special thanks to all of our families, friends, alumni, 

and organizations — especially the Augustinians — 

who consistently respond to our calls for support here at 

Villanova Preparatory School. Whether for the Annual 

Fund, tuition assistance, endowed scholarships, technology, 

events, or a capital project, every contribution is a treasured 

gift from your heart. We appreciate your participation and 

passion when it comes to Villanova’s continued tradition of 

philanthropy. 

Building the Annual Fund remains a key focus of 

Villanova’s fundraising efforts. Last year, the Annual 

Fund drive brought in $160,188 of unrestricted funds 

from alumni, parents, families, board members, faculty, 

staff, and the Augustinians — a 50 percent increase 

over the year before, thanks to you! This year the goal is 

$170,000 and 100 percent participation. Annual Fund 

gifts remain unrestricted, allowing the school to cover the 

costs of operation and provide a crucial base for all of our 

fundraising efforts. 

During this season of giving, we hope you will include 

Villanova Preparatory School in your charitable giving 

plans. Your support directly affects each student and 

program at the school immediately, helping to make 

possible the unique experiences of our diverse student body. 

Thank you, and God bless you for your continued kind 

support!

Sincerely,

Madeleine Gere

Director of Development 

Financial Assistance & Scholarships $1,817,475

Instructional & Residential Services $4,116,583

Administrative Services $1,150,634

Admissions $410,845

Institutional Advancement $393,061

Facilities Maintenance & Operations $830,019

Athletics $194,445

Depreciation $645,059

Tuition & Fees $8,448,043

Contributions $395,544

Clare Boothe Luce Grant $335,000

Investment Earnings $24,517

Auxiliary Activities $72,707

Other Sources $20,980

Revenue Expenses

4.25%
3.60%

0.26% 0.78%
0.23%

90.87%

12.04%

4.30%

4.11%

8.68%

2.03%
6.75%

19.01%

43.07%

2015-2016 FINANCIALS
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Family of Giving Year-End Report
JULY 1, 2015 – JUNE 30, 2016

Note: The 2015-2016 Annual Report is a publication of the Development Office at Villanova Preparatory School. We 

have made every effort to ensure that the list of donors and contributors is complete and correct. Please contact us with 

any corrections. We welcome your comments and suggestions. Thank you to all our donors for your support!

Elena Abrena
Claudia and Alfonso Ahumada
Allergy, Asthma & Immunology Specialist 
 Medical Group
Myra and Edward Amorosi
Anderson Landscape Construction
Marilyn and Dave Appleby
Violeta and Pedrito Aquino
Kristin Arce
Suzanne and Robert Arce
J.E. Armstrong Architects, Inc.
Gretchen and William Arnemann ’53
Christina and Ferdinand Aromin
Sylvia (Lopez ’85) and Rafael Arriaga
Dennis Arteaga
Maria Sandra Ayala and Alfonso Mendez
Pilar and Juan Ayala
Lawnie Bailey ’64 
Catherine and Josef Baker ’84 
Mary and Les Baker
Michael Baker ’86 
Debby and Donnie Barker
Karina Bart
Veronica and Brian Bates
Christine Bednar and Dean Wigger 
Dr. Daniel Behn
Susan and David Bender ’74
Jessica Benson
Patty and Tod Berryman
Dr. Karin Best ’76 and Ronald Rogowski
Barbara and Rene Biane ’47 
Rose Chavez and Daniel Boggs
Bon Appétit 
Eric Bond
Kimberly N. Booth ’89
Sharon Booth
Heidi and Michael Bradbury
Bea and Dennis Braun
Sean Brawley ’78
Edna and Ariel Braza
Michele & Mike Briley
Jermaine Britton
Nancy Brough ’75
Jennifer and Michael Brown
Karen and Dave Brubaker
Ann Kathryn Bryan
Br. Michael Bube, O.S.A.
Tim Bunce
Mary and Scott Buonocore
Elise Burgett
Brian P. Burke ’88
Carolyn and Michael Burke
Erin Burke ’04

Erin A. Burke ’87 and John Benson
Georganne and William Burke
Michael Calderwood
California Door and Hardware
Antonio Calisto
Alicia and Franco Campana
Susan Cheryl Campbell
Carrauthers Family Trust
Marissa and Craig Carroll
Cindy Casey
Drs. Amy and Paul Cassedy
Raquel (Dobel ’85) and John Cerveny
Jeffrey Chandler ’65
Cary Cheldin
Liang Chen and Hui Zhao
Eunjoo Choi and Junghee Jung
Rita Christie
Jennifer and Benjamin Cohen
Margaret Colburn
Coldwell Banker Property Shoppe
Nicole and Joel Conary
Kevin J. Conley ’78 
Carol and William Copley ’47 
Silvia and Carlos Cortez
Shawn and Andrew Cottam
Jane and Ted Cotti
Anne Marie and Robert Crotty ’88 
Olivia and Ernest Cruz ’62 
Custom Printing
Ronnelle and James Czuleger ’57 
Jackie and Amb. Peter Dailey ’48
Heather and Milton Daily ’56 
Robert Davis ’53 
Stella and Brian Day
Annmaria and Dennis De Mars
Bertha and Greg Devereaux
Catherine Devine-Dulka
Jean and Robert Deyling ’78 
Graal and Denny Diaz
Donna and Dick Dieterle ’60 
Yu Ding and Yanli Li
Carrie Estelle Doheny Foundation
Barbara and Mike Donohue
Neil Dorward ’47
Anne and Charles Doud ’49 
Jean and Peter Dougherty ’71 
Kathy and William Dougherty ’71 
The Dritz Family
Bobbi and Don Dufau
James B. Duffy III ’54
Gordon Durenberger
Betty Ebers
Lynda and Jerry Edmonds

Paula and Brian Edmonds
Carolyn and Rodger Embury
Bridget (Moll ’91) and Aaron Fabbian
Sarah (Cavanagh ’00) and John Federico
Lyn and Bruce Ferber
Christine and Paul Finie ’74 
Laurie Sue Fitzgerald
Suzzanne and Theodore Fleet
Arthur Flores
Sean Forster ’06 
Fred’s Tire Man
Cynthia Kathryn Frings
Elizabeth Francis Frost
John C. Fuller ’80
Monica and Matthew Furmanski
Brian Galetto
Gallardo & Associates, CPA
Constance and Amb. John Gavin ’48 
Paula and Austin Gavin ’40 
Karen Gerdts 
Madeleine Gere
Gibbs International Truck Center
Norma and Rolando Gipulan
Margaret and John Given
Dawn and Mark Golden
Karen and Lindal Graf
Teresa and Enrique Granados
Larry A. Grcich ’67 
Dora Bours and Arturo Griffith ’74 
Massiel and Brian Grisin
Kristin (Coleman ’01) and Justin Haase
Nicki and Tyler Hart
Angela Frost Hartke
W. E. Bud Hartman ’50
Sherry Xia He
Julie Hedrick
Carrie and Gerald Hendrick ’82 
Kathryn and Jim Henry
Brian Herlocker
Jeanne and Cregg Hill
Preston Hodges Hill
Mary and Charles Hinkle ’58 
Carol and Richard Hoffer
Sloan Hoffmann
Jennifer and Christopher Horsman ’67 
Tessa and Darryl Hottinger 
David Hovley ’86 
Monika and Gary Hummer ’64 
Carolyn Huntsinger
Leigh and Carl Hyndman
Ike’s Pump and Drilling, Inc.
James W. Ingraham
Kumiko and William Irion
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J & H Engineering
Linda and William James ’64 
Jon R. Jensen ’51 
Julie and Jeff Johnson
Donna Jones
Kathie and Bruce Kaminski ’76 
Aki and Tatsuo Katagishi
Michael J. Kazmer ’79 
Rev. John Keller, O.S.A.
Anne and Peter Kimball ’53 
Sue and Peter Kiseskey ’57 
Josh Kruse
Conny and Ed Kurtenbach
Beth Lagrandeur-Dorenkamp
Amy and David Lamb ’71 
Linda and Robert Lamb ’70 
Debra and Robert Launius
Gemima and Roberto Lauretta
Alicia and Matt LaVere ’97 
Gloria and Tim Lawson
Marilyn and Michael Lenehan
Bridgett Lerma’84 
Lap Kee Leung ’83 and Judy Wai
Qianhong Li
Weiyuan Li and Jiao Zhang
Wei and Hong Liu
Patricia and Mike Livingston
Dorothy Loebl
Lisa Anne Loiacono
Jene and Jason Loomis
Lisa and Jay Lopez
Donna and William Lowes ’53 
Ming Luo and Lian Wang
Marilyn and John Lyon
Nohad and Nadim Maida
Linda Lee Maigret
James Malloy ’75 
Mary Maranville
Catherine and Dominic Martin ’69 
Virginia and Lowell Martinson
Luciann and Thomas Maulhardt ’62 
Olivia and Bill Mauzey
Monica May and Richard Nguyen
Reagan and Frank McCarthy ’82 
McCarthy Development
Mary Lee and Patrick McDermott ’54 
Linda and Gregory McDonald ’63 
McGillivray Construction
William Bernard McGonigle ’44 
Kitty McGrath
Phyllis and Daniel McGrath ’86 
Robert McIntosh ’75 
Kim and Brad McKay
Michael Megowan ’61 
Thomas B. Megowan ’65 
Cindy and Robert Melsness
Carolyn and John Menne ’47 
Denise and Aaron Menne
Dr. Francis Merkley
Tracy Miller
Joseph N. Mirkovich ’57 
Byrne Miyamoto ’10 
Gabrielle and Stephen Moes
Olga and Hardy Moll
Candice and Dr. Roberto Montalvo ’65 
Elizabeth and Marcus Moore
Katherine and Frank Moreno

Sharon and Scott Morgan
MTI Capital
Very Rev. Kevin Mullins, O.S.A.
Susana Artola and Rene Munoz 
Christelle Naddaf
Eliza Nagle ’93
Nasif, Hicks, Harris & Co., LLP 
PJ and Tim Norian
Patricia and Bob Norris
Becky and Tim O’Brien
Shaun and Kareen O’Bryan
Dona and Donald O’Gorman ’50 
Hilary and Sean O’Hollaren ’79
Ojai Community Bank
Ricardo Olivares
Nancy O’Sullivan
Olivia and Michael Overton
Rev. Alvin Paligutan, O.S.A.
Nora and Radie Paligutan
Deborah and Alex Palmer
Thomas Parks ’43 
Party Pleasers, Inc.
Marijo and Patrick Pascua
Magnolia and Leo Pena
Cheng-Yuan Alan Peng ’92 
Dr. Susanne Ramos and Hank Peterson 
Nghi and Hanh Pham
Nancy and Dr. Raymond Pierson
Vickie and Michael Poitevin ’63 
Susan and Michael Poland
Ron Polito
Daniel R. Poole ’01
Elizabeth and Emilio Pozzi ’84 
Darryl Priest
Province of St. Augustine
Judy Pugh
Heather and William Quest
Charles H. Quinn ’51 
Bob Rall
Eileen and Johannes Ramirez
Sofia Isabel Ramirez
Jonna and Bob Reed 
Sharon and Joel Reed
Eva Reeder
Carrie and Michael Richards
Amy Richardson
Kyla (Van Wingerden ’00) and Brett Rightmer
Daniel Rios
Martha and Eduardo Rivas
Wilfrid F. Roberge Jr. ’57 
Mandi and Jim Roberts
Jacqueline and David Rohweller
Evgeniya and Andrey Romanyuk
Brian Roney
George Rowan, Jr. ’58 
Kathryn Rowland
Aimee and Charles Roy
Jeff Ruggels ’86
Jeffrey and Dora Saki
Serafin and Michelle Salomon
Norman Sanguinetti ’43 
Catherine McMillan and Ricardo Santos
Roberta and Gary Schlegel
Darlyne Schott
Karen and Thomas Schott
Linda and Gary Schuman
William J. Schuster ’44 

Carmen and Andrew Seligman
William J. Shanbrom
Linda and Laurence Shields
Seungah Hong and Dr. Chang Shik Shim
Steve Shinsky
Debbie and John Simpson 
Debby Smith
The St. Augustine Foundation
St. Augustine’s Monastery
Brynn and Bryan Stotko
Studio 84
Anna and Todd Sullivan
Michele and Bernard Sullivan
Jianguo Sun and Guorang Xia
Jiatao Sun and Jia Liu
Jinging Sun
Ruozhi Sun and Mei Zuo
Surf Brewery
Thomas Susanka
Josephine and Conrado Tan
Gwen (Gallagher ’88) and Robert Taylor ’86 
Kristin and Richard Taylor
Tammy and Michael Taylor ’86
George Thompson
Sally and Sedge Thomson ’43 
Susan and Kenneth Thomson
Wendy and Gerard Thurston
Linda Tran and Ngoc Duc Nguyen 
Heidi and William Trottno
Sarah and Brian Turner
United Way California
Melissa Vasconcellos ’86 
Nancy and Andy Ventura
Pauline and Mel Ventura ’54 
Ventura Signs and Screen Printing
Rev. Tom Verber, O.S.A.
Dr. Prashant Verma ’97 
Betty and Donald Villafana
Esther and Tom Wachtell
Nancy and Dr. James Walker ’54 
Sara and Nicholas Walz ’59 
Xiayong Wang and Yan Chen
Patricia and Nicholas Weber ’54 
Wells Fargo Bank
Vera and John Welty
Jennifer and David West
Joyce and Allan West
West Coast Air Conditioning
Westridge Midtown Market
Sheila and Michael Whalen ’12 
Wilde Guernsey, Inc.
Dianna (Adams ’88) and David Wilke
Anthony Williams ’79 
Jordyn Wolf
Terri and Tim Wolfe
Women in Recovery, Inc.
Kathleen and John Wood ’76 
Rowena and Luther Wooldridge
Hongliang Wu and Liping Lin
Joseph Yamauchi
Kai Yang and Ying Fan
Jennifer and Greg Yenney
York Golf Management
Sr. Rachel Yourgules, I.H.M
Zhiwen Zhou and Zhan Li
Rui Zhu and Jiang Li
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LOOKING AHEAD

Villanova 
Plans for 
Future Art 
Center!

Last year, thanks to the 

dedication and support of Villanova’s 

many alumni, friends, families, and 

Augustinian overseers, the school was 

able to plan, fund, and complete the 

stunning new, eight-lane, all-weather 

track that surrounds the campus 

football field. (For photos and more 

information, see page 14.) The track 

will benefit Villanova students and the 

community for many years to come.

Ever looking forward, Villanova 

Preparatory School now turns to its 

next capital project: the construction 

of a new and modern art center, under 

the guidance of the Augustinians. 

An in-depth discovery and planning 

process is under way, which includes 

multiple site visits to other schools’ art 

facilities, as well as researching details 

regarding the building processes 

and costs.  The school is committed 

to enhancing the arts program 

and providing students with new 

opportunities for learning and growth. 

“This art center will give students 

the tools and space to expand their 

creativity, work on class projects, 

and achieve their International 

Baccalaureate art tasks to a higher 

quality, shedding new light on the 

importance of the fine arts programs 

in their overall education,” says Casey 

Grant, Villanova’s art instructor.

The future art center will offer 

new multifunctional space for 

student club meetings, projects, and 

theater set work. It will include a 

kiln for pottery and an outdoor patio, 

providing a special area for the Fine 

Arts Department. Current plans 

include large windows that will bring 

in the beauty and serenity of the 

Villanova campus to inspire students 

while they create. 

The future is looking bright for 

Villanova Preparatory School, and 

we remain ever grateful for your 

continued support throughout the 

years. Thanks to your commitment to 

the success of the current and future 

VPS students, we are able to make 

their dreams come true!
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THE 2016 OKTOBERFEST WILDCAT CLASSIC AND DINNER

Clubs for a Cause
Despite some early rain, the weather held up on Friday, October 28, and some 120 friends of Villanova Preparatory 

School came to Ojai’s Soule Park for the 2016 Oktoberfest Wildcat Classic and Dinner. The day began on the greens, 

where golfers squared off in friendly competition and tried (alas, with no luck) for some spectacular hole-in-one prizes, 

including a golf-resort weekend getaway. Afterward was the Oktoberfest feast of bratwurst and potatoes, plus silent 

and live auctions. Proceeds from the event benefited VPS athletics and scholarships. Special thanks to event chair Mike 

Donohue and all the volunteers for their hard work!
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YOUNG ALUMNI IN THE 
WORLD 

Alumni Notes

After graduating from California 

State University, Chico, last May with 

degrees in kinesiology and adapted 

physical education, Rebecca Parziale 

’10 joined graduate students from 

California State University, San Jose, 

on a two-week, faculty-led program 

to observe the health and education 

systems in Jyvaskyla, Finland. The 

program included participants from 

Finland, Austria, and France.

“Being involved with this 

program taught me important skills 

of inter-professional collaboration, 

public speaking, and different world 

perspectives on health and education,” 

Rebecca reports. “It was interesting 

to work with people from completely 

different backgrounds and hear similar 

thoughts on health and community-

building. I feel fortunate to have had 

this uplifting opportunity, which 

furthered my interest in obtaining a 

career in occupational therapy.” 

When the program ended, and 

she “couldn’t find any reason to leave,” 

Rebecca traveled for three months, 

meeting up with friends in 11 countries 

throughout Europe. “I found that the 

best way to learn about yourself and 

others,” she says, “is traveling and 

being involved in different cultures.”

This past spring Hunter Bonge 

’12 graduated in the top 3 percent of 

his class as the University of Colorado, 

where, he says, “after experiencing 

Villanova’s academic rigor, the 

work came easy to me.” He was the 

president of his fraternity, where he 

implemented an athletics program 

during his freshman year that received 

national awards and recognition. 

While in college Hunter interned 

for numerous sports and entertainment 

companies, including the Positive 

Coaching Alliance, the Denver 

Broncos, Fox Television, and Crimson 

Marketing & Public Relations. He has 

now returned to California, where 

he works in customer-satisfaction 

research for Fandango and is on the 

game-day communications staff for 

the newly reconstituted Los Angeles 

Rams. He also publishes highlights for 

William Morris Endeavor’s new sports 

app, Overtime. 

“I am very blessed to have an 

opportunity to keep moving forward 

in the industry that I love,” Hunter 

writes. “My passion for sports began 

at Villanova, where my favorite part of 

my high school experience was playing 

on the football team.” 

A senior at the Art Center College 

of Design, in Pasadena, California, 

Catherine Han ’12 recently returned 

from the college’s study-abroad pro-

gram in Berlin, Germany, sponsored 

by the world’s second-largest mobile-

communications operator, Vodafone.  

Catherine was one just eight students 

chosen by her school to work at its Ber-

lin studio on a Vodafone project. The 

theme was, “The Future of Telecom-

munication.”

“The eight students in the group 

all came from different majors,” writes 

Catherine. “I really learned how to 

work with other people and how to 

make suggestions when your group 

members hold very strong opinions. 

It’s a good thing to argue, but it’s also 

important to learn to compromise 

when it’s needed.

During her time in Europe, Cathe-

rine was also able to travel throughout 

Germany as well as to Greece, Spain,  

France, Austria, and the Czech Repub-

lic. Being in a new place got us out of 

our comfort zones,” she says, “but at 

the same time helped us see things in a 

different perspective.”
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Alumni Dinner in Los Angeles … 
VPS Alumni Affairs coordinator Deborah Smith met with several recent 

alumni at Maradentro in Los Angeles on September 3. From L-R: Ms. Smith, 

Kuo-Jui (Kevin) Ho ’13; Hisashi Nomoto ’10; Ta Chun (Jeff) Liu ’12; Chih-

Chun (Gene) Hu ’12; Andrew Cho ’12; Michael Chase ’10; not pictured: Matt 

Kamins and Cha-Hsin (Tony) Kuo ’12 

… and Washington, D.C.
Director of Admission Tyler Hart hosted a small group of alumni on September 

16 at Washington’s Tabard Inn. From left to right: Siyu (Era) Qian ’13, Carly 

Grether ’09,  Courtney Kum ’06, Mr. Hart, Christina Atchley ’06, and Robert 

Deyling ’78

Alumni: Please submit photos & updates to development@villanovaprep.org

William 
John 
Schuster ’44 
1926 – 2016

After graduating from Villanova 

in 1944, Bill Schuster fought in World 

War II, earning a bronze star. It is 

only fitting, then, that this patriot 

died this year on July 4. For 23 years 

he operated his own automotive 

repair shop in Santa Ana, California, 

before launching a second career as 

a walnut farmer in 1990. He and his 

wife, Agnes, were blessed with seven 

children, 14 grandchildren, and 14 

great grandchildren. 

In Memoriam

Sheldon 
Forrest 
Griffin ’61
1942 – 2016

A native of San Francisco, Shel 

Griffin was a two-year boarder 

at VPS, where he was known, 

according to his senior yearbook, for 

his “casual attitude,” “ability to mix 

well,” and “easy-going nature.” Upon 

graduating in 1961, he attended 

Villanova University and Santa Clara 

University. He then returned to San 

Francisco, where he lived with his 

wife, Susan, and spent many years 

operating a paper- and computer- 

recycling business.



32    |    VISTA MAGAZINE    Fall & Winter 2016

WILDCAT WEEKEND 2016 

Renewing Friendships
This year’s Wildcat Weekend began on the evening of Friday, July 22 with a dinner for members of the classes 

celebrating “decade” reunions — ’56, ’66, ’76, ’86, ’96, and ’06 — with a heavy turnout from the Class of 1976, marking 

its fortieth reunion. Rev. John Keller, O.S.A., Director 

of Education for the Province of St. Augustine and 

a member of the VPS Board of Directors, hosted the 

event, which took place on the new Sedge Thomson ’43 

Patio behind Cantwell Hall. 

The next afternoon Villanova hosted a Wildcat BBQ 

for alumni of all classes, with around 70 in attendance, 

including Fr. Keller and three other Augustinians: Rev. 

Tom Verber, Br. Mike Bube, and Rev. Gary Sanders. 

Alumni and their families delighted in the opportunity 

to reconnect with old friends; take student-led tours of 

the campus; and make use of the gym, pool, and photo 

booth.
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 “It was wonderful to see so many Wildcats renew friendships 
  and strengthen their ties with Villanova, which has shaped their 
  lives,” said Fr. Keller.

Wildcat Weekend 2017 will 
take place on June 23-24! 
For more information, please contact Debby Smith at 

dsmith@villanovaprep.org or 805-646-1464 Ex. 118.

MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS! 
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The Golden Globe Sponsor
$1,500

• One Table - 8 Seats
• Recognition “Thank You” Ad
• Recognition in all PR materials
• Logo recognition and link on VPS auction 

website and social media
• Preferred Seating
• Half-page Color Ad in Program
• Champagne at Table

The Oscar Sponsor
$2,250

• One Table - 10 Seats
• Recognition “Thank You” Ad
• Recognition in all PR materials
• Logo recognition and link on VPS auction 

website and social media
• Preferred Seating
• Full-page Color Ad in Program
• Champagne at Table
• VIP Table Service
• Premier Parking

The Emmy Sponsor
$500

• 4 Seats
• Recognition “Thank You” Ad
• Recognition in all PR materials
• Logo recognition and link on VPS auction 

website and social media
• Preferred Seating
• Business Card Black & White Ad in Program

Sponsorship Form
c The Oscar Sponsor           c The Golden Globe Sponsor           c The Emmy Sponsor 

c I can’t attend, but please accept my donation of $___________.

c I would like to purchase _____ tickets ($75 each) to attend the auction.

Company Name: ______________________________________ Contact: _______________________ Title: __________________

Street: _______________________________________________ City, State, Zip: ________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________ Website: _________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

METHOd OF PAYMENT:      Check enclosed for $__________      Check # ____________

Credit Card #: ______________________________________________________________________ Expiration date: ___________

Name on Credit Card: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Billing Address: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please email your ad in .jpg format to auction@villanovaprep.org by January 20.

Return this form to Villanova Preparatory School, Attn: Auction Chair, 12096 N. Ventura Ave. Ojai, CA  93023. 
For more information, please contact VPS at 805.646.1464 ext. 126 or at auction@villanovaprep.org. 

Villanova Preparatory School is an approved non-profit organization (non-profit Tax Id: 95-1641972). 
Contributions are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law.

Sponsorship Levels
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Upcoming Events

December 3

Las Posadas

VPS lower parking lot

March 25

Auction to Benefit Villanova

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

May 26

Baccalaureate Mass

St. Thomas Aquinas Parish

May 27

Commencement

Villanova Grotto

June 23-24

Wildcat Weekend

Villanova

June 28-July 26

Summer Academy

Villanova

Hollywood NightsLetting Our Sta� Shine
Villanova Preparatory School presents
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Looking Back: The 1974 Villanova tennis team, with its first female members, in the early days of coeducation.


